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Hamilton of departing from his own mean-
ing of the term absolute, in maintaining that
the Absolute cannot be a Cause, he only
shows that he does not himself know what
Hamilton's meaning is. " If Absolute/' he
says; " means finished, perfected, completed,
may there not be a finished, perfected, and
completed Cause ?" Hamilton's Absolute is
that which is " out of relation, as finished,
perfect, complete ;" and a Cause, as such, is
both in relation and incomplete. It is in
relation to its effect; and it is incomplete
without its effect. Finally, when Mr. Mill
charges Sir "W. Hamilton with maintaining
" that extension and figure are of the essence
of matter, and perceived as such by intui-
tion," we must briefly reply that Hamilton
does no such thing. He is not speaking
of the essence of matter per se, but only